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Dear Dr. Ridwan: 

Greetings from Pertanika Journals. Your manuscript, JSSH-8473-2021, entitled "Resistance during COVID-19: Religious
Communities’  Subjective Experiences in an Indonesian Context" had passed the content screening by the Editorial
Board. However, it has been unsubmitted from the Pertanika Journal of Social Sciences and Humanities as your
submission is incomplete. Refer to the instructions below: 

*) Complete the DECLARATION FORM - make sure all fields are completed including signature field 
*) Provide ORCID ID of each author if available. 
*) The MANUSCRIPT did not follow the correct format required by Pertanika. Regular article should be written in IMRAD
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*) Some of the REFERENCES in the MANUSCRIPT did not follow the correct format required by Pertanika. When
formatting your references, please follow the APA reference style (7th Edition). Please make sure that DOI of every
resource is provided if available. Translate the title of the references to English. Example: Adam, S. (2019). Title in foreign
language [Title in English]. Publisher.  

To revise your manuscript, log into https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/upm-jssh and enter your Author Center, where you
will find your manuscript title listed under "Manuscripts with Decisions."  Under "Actions," click on "Create a Revision." 
Your manuscript number has been appended to denote a revision. 

Because we are trying to facilitate timely publication of manuscripts submitted to the Pertanika Journal of Social Sciences
and Humanities, your revised manuscript should be submitted by 30-Nov-2021.  If it is not possible for you to submit your
revision 1 day before this date, we may have to consider your paper as a new submission. 

Your article will not be considered for publication until the complete submission has been received.  You may contact the
Editorial Office via email journal.officer-4@upm.edu.my if you have further questions. 

Sincerely, 
Journal Officer 
Pertanika Journal of Social Sciences and Humanities Editorial Office
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Dear Dr. Ridwan: 

Your manuscript entitled "Resistance during COVID-19: Religious Communities’  Subjective Experiences in an Indonesian
Context" has been successfully submitted online and is presently being given full consideration for publication in the
Journal of Social Sciences and Humanities. 

Your manuscript ID is JSSH-8473-2021.R1. 

Please mention the above manuscript ID in all future correspondence or when calling the office for questions. If there are
any changes in your street address or e-mail address, please log in to ScholarOne Manuscripts at
https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/upm-jssh and edit your user information as appropriate. 

You can also view the status of your manuscript at any time by checking your Author Center after logging in to
https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/upm-jssh. 

Thank you for submitting your manuscript to the Journal of Social Sciences and Humanities. 

Sincerely, 
Journal Officer 
Journal of Social Sciences and Humanities Editorial Office 
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05-Apr-2022 

Dear Dr. Ridwan, 

Manuscript ID JSSH-8473-2021.R1 titled "Resistance during COVID-19: Religious Communities’  Subjective Experiences
in an Indonesian Context" which you submitted to the Pertanika Journal of Social Sciences and Humanities, has been
reviewed. I invite you to respond to the reviewer(s)' comments and revise your manuscript. 

To revise your manuscript, log into https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/upm-jssh and enter your Author Center, where you
will find your manuscript title listed under "Manuscripts with Decisions."  Under "Actions," click on "Create a Revision." 
Your manuscript number has been appended to denote a revision. 

You may also click the below link to start the revision process (or continue the process if you have already started your
revision) for your manuscript. If you use the below link you will not be required to login to ScholarOne Manuscripts. 

*** PLEASE NOTE: This is a two-step process. After clicking on the link, you will be directed to a webpage to confirm. ***  

https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/upm-jssh?URL_MASK=8c7f9d7bd47445eba3da2310fd34b751 

You will be unable to make your revisions on the originally submitted version of the manuscript.  Instead, revise your
manuscript using a word processing program and save it on your computer.  Please also highlight the changes to your
manuscript within the document by using the track changes mode in MS Word or by using bold or colored text. 

Once the revised manuscript is prepared, you can upload it and submit it through your Author Center. 

The comments of the reviewer(s) are included at the bottom of this letter, and where the comments are also provided on
the manuscript, if applicable. Please ensure that you examine the comments thoroughly given by all the reviewers and
make the necessary revision in accordance with these comments. 

When submitting your revised manuscript, kindly provide point by point responses to the comments made by each
reviewer in the table provided.  You can use this space to document any changes you make to the original manuscript.  In
order to expedite the processing of the revised manuscript, please be as specific as possible in your response to the
reviewer(s). 
Should you have any rebuttal to the comments made by any of the reviewers, please provide a detailed account of how
you have responded to the peer review comments. Where suggestions have not been followed you must explain and
justify your decision. 

IMPORTANT:  Your original files are available to you when you upload your revised manuscript.  Please delete any
redundant files before completing the submission. 

Because we are trying to facilitate timely publication of manuscripts submitted to the Pertanika Journal of Social Sciences
and Humanities, your revised manuscript should be submitted by 20-Apr-2022.  If it is not possible for you to submit your
revision at least 1 day before this date, we may have to consider your paper as a new submission. 

Once again, thank you for submitting your manuscript to the Journal of Social Sciences and Humanities and I look forward
to receiving your revision. 



Sincerely, 

Chief Executive Editor, 
Pertanika Journal of Social Sciences and Humanities 
executive_editor.pertanika@upm.edu.my 

Reviewer(s)' Comments to Author: 

Reviewer: 1 

Comments to the Corresponding Author 
Dear author, 
First of all, thank you for the opportunity to read your important work which I am sure may contribute to the current pioneer
lacuna about religious responses during the pandemic.  

Following my comments:  
1.I suggest to change the title, try to make it more attractive without losing the main message.   
2. The abstract is not quite clear… I mean, does the text explore the constructions of resistance or the meanings of
resistance? It also should be mentioned the contribution only in the macro level, perhaps?! How can this study case clarify
the social role of religious authority? Managing conflictual dynamic with governmental laws? And, in general, the impact of
spirituality\religiosity to design civic loyalty?  
3. I recommend to provide more information regarding diverse responses to spread of the pandemic. On the one hand,
add the progressive religious solutions, and on the other hand the fundamentalist ones. Here some recommendations for
readings:  
Ben‐Lulu, E. (2021). Zooming In and Out of Virtual Jewish Prayer Services During the COVID‐19 Pandemic. Journal for
the Scientific Study of Religion, 60(4), 852-870.  
Isiko, A. P. (2020). Religious construction of disease: An exploratory appraisal of religious responses to the COVID-19
pandemic in Uganda. Journal of African Studies and Development, 12(3), 77-96.  
Oxholm, T., Rivera, C., Schirrman, K., & Hoverd, W. J. (2021). New Zealand religious community responses to COVID-19
while under level 4 lockdown. Journal of religion and health, 60(1), 16-33.  
4. Please explain more the tension between private space, as well as, between public space\between individual\subject
decision and social choice? As it is shown now, it sounds really binary in your analysis, while the contemporary research,
particularly among social scientists, tends to challenge this dichotomy.  
5. I lost you in the theoretical flood: too much theoretical background in the first pages and I really wonder "do you really
need all of this?" Please choose the relevant scholars and carefully engage with their findings. Otherwise, it looks like a
list of random works which are dedicated to clarify the category of resistance. For instance, as you know, there is not only
one resistance, there are resistances ---- Where does your research being placed in this lacuna? What's your
contribution? Make clear and strong argument (and make sure that your findings support it - remember it's your contract
with your reader). In addition, I was not at all convinced by your choice to incorporate phenomenology theory, especially
since resistance it's a performative act which usually is considered as a behavior. However, phenomenology focuses on
different aspects and illuminates on feelings, emotions, minds…  
6. The last comment totally demonstrates this following one that expose your understanding how to understand the place
of theory in research. I have a serious problem with this sentence "This paper is based on theory of…"- Big No No! The
theory doesn’t need your text to affirm itself! Theory is just a tool and landscape to understand your case, your job is to
engage with the theory and not to confirm it.  
7. I think that the literature review is totally mess; Sometimes you refer to phenomenology and sometimes to resistance.
Choose one framework and strongly engage with the last. You always think to convince us why this is the best theory to
analyze your work.  
8. Please don't forget that to resist is always a privilege, not everyone has this socio-political opportunity. And act of
resistance is also act of constructing agency and requesting public recognition. I recommend to consider this argument.  
9. Method: I don’t understand how do you choose your informants? Where? Why only men? Why do you mention their
status singles\ married? What was the timeline that this study conduct? How de facto do you distinguish between
individual\ collective?  
10. In qualitative studies, it is common to all some reflexive description about the researcher's positionality in the field. I
recommend to add reflexive writing which discovers who is the author…for example, what his\her religious background…? 
11. Findings - You should deeply ground your theory in the field and justify the classification to these categories. In
addition, why are your interviewees absents? Add their voices and quotes - This is not a quantitative study! 
12. Elaborate the conclusions, connect between micro-macro, explain the complicated relationship and tensions between
religious dogma\system to civil authorities\rules. Furthermore, I advise to expand the discussion about visible-invisible and
contextualize it more in cultural-social phenomena (for example, the meaning of being visible among queer\gay
community is a performance of recognition and identification).  
13. I propose to send this paper to professional editor, who is native speaker. For example, you can't always use the term



"this paper". Another example is the automatic using in "Covid-19" after diverse verbs, not in every sentence it does make
sense.  Covid-19 is the virus (like HIV) Corona is the illness (like AIDS). Choose when to write Covid, when Corona and
when pandemic…  

Reviewer: 2 

Comments to the Corresponding Author 
The topic is relevant to in the current context of the world phenomenon where covid19 is affected all over the world. In
order for this paper to be considered for publication, I would like to suggest a few things: 

1. There are a few largest Muslim organizations in Indonesia, which i think should be highlighted in term of their effort in
facing with resistance in the community. Such organizations like NU, Muhammadiyyah and others, in addition to
organization in Ambon must be taken into consideration to put forward their thought and 'fatwas' with regards to this
matter.  

2. Please explain how this study in Ambon can be regarded as resistance from an Indonesian context?   Should the date
be compared with other cities in Indonesia? Clarify this in article so that the reader is able to understand its impact for the
whole of Indonesia. 

3. Result and Discussion: make it more visible and more critical with views from the author are expected to bring froward
critical discussion.   

4. Make sure the conclusion is aligned and reflected to the main objective. As it is at the moment, it has no strong
relations with the main aim of the article.  

5. It is normal that the paper written by non-native English speaker will have some problems in term of language structure.
This paper included; hence this paper should be further edit by a professional language editor. 

Best wishes in revising the paper.    

(Journal Officer's Note: Please complete the revision as highlighted by the reviewers and send the amended manuscript
for professional English proofread. Kindly attach the English editing certificate once submitting the revision.)
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Dear Dr. Ridwan: 

Your manuscript entitled "Resistance during COVID-19: Religious Communities’  Subjective Experiences in an Indonesian
Context" has been successfully submitted online and is presently being given full consideration for publication in the
Journal of Social Sciences and Humanities. 

Your manuscript ID is JSSH-8473-2021.R2. 

Please mention the above manuscript ID in all future correspondence or when calling the office for questions. If there are
any changes in your street address or e-mail address, please log in to ScholarOne Manuscripts at
https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/upm-jssh and edit your user information as appropriate. 

You can also view the status of your manuscript at any time by checking your Author Center after logging in to
https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/upm-jssh. 

Thank you for submitting your manuscript to the Journal of Social Sciences and Humanities. 

Sincerely, 
Journal Officer 
Journal of Social Sciences and Humanities Editorial Office 
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Dear Dr. Ridwan: 

Your manuscript entitled "Resistance during COVID-19: Religious Communities’  Subjective Experiences in an Indonesian
Context" has been successfully submitted online and is presently being given full consideration for publication in the
Journal of Social Sciences and Humanities. 

Your manuscript ID is JSSH-8473-2021.R2. 

Please mention the above manuscript ID in all future correspondence or when calling the office for questions. If there are
any changes in your street address or e-mail address, please log in to ScholarOne Manuscripts at
https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/upm-jssh and edit your user information as appropriate. 

You can also view the status of your manuscript at any time by checking your Author Center after logging in to
https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/upm-jssh. 

Thank you for submitting your manuscript to the Journal of Social Sciences and Humanities. 

Sincerely, 
Journal Officer 
Journal of Social Sciences and Humanities Editorial Office 
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Dear Dr. Ridwan: 

Manuscript ID JSSH-8473-2021.R2 entitled "Resistance during COVID-19: Religious Communities’  Subjective
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