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Abstract

The Moluccans In The Netherlands Are One Of The Ethnic Minorities Who Have Historically
Been Transported To The Netherlands After The Changes Of World War. This Resulted In
Around 4000 KNIL Soldiers And Their Families Being Taken To The Netherlands Where They
Traveled To The Land Of The Windmills. This Study Aims To Describe The Identities Of The
Moluccans Living In The Netherlands By Focusing On Ethnic Interactions And How The
Moluccans Interpret Themselves In The Social Context Of Dutch Society, Social Interactions
Between Ethnic Groups Across Countrics And Identity Politics And Recommend The Need For
Revitalization And Development Of Identity. Community And Multicuralism Insight. The Term
“Maluku Holland" Is Used In Writing As A Category That Differentiates It From The Moluccans
Living In Indonesia. The Social Interaction Between The Maluku People In The Netherlands In
The Early Days Of The Maluku People In The Netherlands Had Obstacles To Integrate With
Dutch Socicty. However, Along With The Dutch Govenment's Policy Of Restoring The Honor
Of The KNIL Soldiers, The Moluccans Slowly Reconstructed Their More Inclusive Identity, But
Did Not Forget Their Cultural Roots. The Construction Of The Identity Of The Maluku |
Community In The Netherlands Is Very Significant, Especially Regarding Who Is Called “The :
Original Maluku People” Nowadays Is No Longer As Rigid As In The Past, Considering That

The Young People Of The Dutch Moluccas Prioritize Actively In Deconstructing What It Means

To Be Maluku In The Netherlands. Furthermore, The Long History Of The Netherlands Shows |
That The Value Of Tolerance And Multiculturalism Is Not Something That Is Given. Dutch |
Citizens Are Encouraged By The Government To Be Ready To Accept The Various Forms of
Cultural Diversity Brought By Migrants. This Attitude Is Confirmed By Legislation Supporting
The Issuance Of Laws Prohibiting Discriminatory Acts Against Ethnic Minority Groups. The
Values Of Tolerance And Multiculturalism Were Born And Developed Because Of The Social |
Dynamics In Them. This Process Is A Process That Continucs Until Now. );

Keywords: Diaspora, Identity Construction, Multiculturalism.

Introduction 4

The Beginning Of The Phenomenon Of "The End Of Geography" Actually Begins
With The Spread Of ITumans Who Leave Their Ancestral Lands To The New Lands Which
Become Their Destination And Place Of Residence. They Are What Is Known As The
Diaspora. This Distribution Of People Does Not Follow The Same Pattern As One Another, g
And There Are Variations That Differentiate Diaspora Communities Around The World. ;
According To Michel Bruncau (2010) There Are Four Variations In Which Diapora
Communities Can Be Grouped. First, The Entrepreneurial Diaspora Group. Second, The
Religious Diaspora Group. Third, The Political Diaspora Group. Maluku-Dutch People
Belong To This Diaspora Group, Where They Were Forcibly Transported To The
Netherlands After The Handover Of Indonesian Sovereignty Which Later Formed The
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Organization OF The Republic OF South Maluku (RMS). And Finally, The Racial And
Cultural Diaspora Groups.?

Maluku People In The Netherlands Prefer To Be Categorized As Moluccans And Not
As Amboncse. For Them, The Term Maluku Is A More Neutral Social Category, Covering
People Not Only From Ambon And Its Surroundings But Also People From Temate, Seram,
Kei Islands, And Tanimbar. The Term Maluku Was Bomn As An Answer To The Social And
Political Dynamics Occurring In The Maluku Community In The Netherlands.

The Dutch Moluccans Emphasized Their Moluccan Identity As A Way To
Differentiate Them From The Dutch And Were Also Active Tn Maintaining This Cultural
Identity. In Every Community Mecting, Aspects That Introduce And Encourage Maluku
Culture Arc Always Found, Such As Traditional Dances And Folk Songs, Food, And
Traditional Clothes, Although Many Of Them No Longer Speak Malay. Identitics To
Malukuan Are Still Prescrved From Generation To Generation And Parents Are Consciously
Educating Children Tn Maluku Ways.

The Maluku People In The Netherlands And Other Diasporas Are An Example Of 5
An “Imaginary Community” Or Imagined Community Bascd On The Idea Of Sharing i
Cultural Practices (Between The Diaspora And The People Living Tn Their Home Country) i
That Takes Placc Across Territorial And Historical Boundarics. The Moluccans In The
Netherlands Also Adopted Dutch Values As An Expression Of Their Closcness To The |
Dutch People, While Still Maintaining Their Cultural Identity. |

Cultural Identity Cannot Be Formed Without Acknowledging The Existence Of The
Other Side, Namely Divisions And Differences. Based On Hall's Premise, This Paper
Analyzes Dutch Maluku People In Constructing And Negotiating Their Identity In The
Context Of Dutch Society.!

Methods

This Research Is A Qualitative Research Designed In The Framework Of A National
Strategy Study Which Is Focused On The Construction Of The Tdentity Of The Maluku
People In The Netherlands. Data Obtained Through The Process Of Observation And
Interviews. The Informants In This Study Consisted Of Maluku Community Leaders,
Religious Leaders, Dutch Community Leaders, Government Officials Who Had Served Tn
The Maluku Community Area, As Well As Other People Who Interacted With The Maluku
People At The Research Location. Data Analysis Was Carried Out In Three Steps, Namely
Data Processing, Data Reduction, Presentation Tn The Form Of Descriptions And
Explanations / Interpretations, And Drawing Research Conclusions.

Discussion
History Of Migration Of The Moluccans In The Netherlands

The Arrival Of The Moluccans To The Netherlands Had Different Initial Motivations
From The Moroccan And Turkish Migrants. Initially The Moluccans Did Not See The
Netherlands As A Land Of Hope To Be Occupiced Forever.

Their Arrival Was Not On Their Own Accord, But Because Of The Command Of
The Military Command. The Emergence Of The Maluku Community In The Netherlands
Initially Began With Political Upheaval In Indonesia In 1950. Afier The Formation Of The
RIS (Republic Of The United States Of Indonesia), Indonesia Returned To Being A Unitary
State. The System For The Formation Of The Federal State Was Aborted And This Caused
Many Problems, Especially The People Of Maluku Who Wanted The Right To Fully
Autonomous Government.’

The Transfer Of Sovereignty To Indonesia On December 28, 1949 At The Same
Time Mobilized Around 3000 Mcn Of The KNIL (Koninklijk Nederlands Indisch Leger)

BN Y caions st R AT

3 Bruneau, Michel. 2010. “Diasporas, transnational spaces and communities”, in Rainer Baubdck and Thomas
Faist Diaspora and Transnationalism. Amsterdam, Amsterdam University Press. Pg 39.

4 Hall, Stuart. 1990. “Cultural Identity and Diaspora”, In Jonathan Rutherford (ed.). Identity, Community,
Culture, Difference. Lawrence and Wishart Ltd. Pp. 224-224

5 Steijlen, Fridus. 1991. "An Unexplored History: Nationalism Among Moluccans in the Netherlands, 1951-
1990", Cakalele. Vol. 2, No.1. Pg 27.
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And In The Process Around 12,500 More And Their Familics Decided To Move To ‘The

Netherlands. This Decision Confused About 62 Thousand Dutch Indies KNIL Soldicrs At

That Time, Between Deciding To Join Sockarno's Nationalist Armies Or Join The Dutch

Army.® The Dutch Government Decided To Attract 3,578 People Plus About 8,500 Family

Members To Live In The Netherlands.” Arriving In The Netherlands, They Lived In About
90 Wards Of The Former Nazi Concentration. Of The Approximately 12,500 Moluccan
Immigrants Who Arrived In The Netherlands In 1951, The Majority Were Low-Ranking
Soldicrs In The KNIL (Royal Dutch East-Indian Army). They Arrived With A Family That
Was Predominantly Christian.?

Most Of These Soldiers Were Pariah, With Low Educational Backgrounds, Speaking
Very Limited Dutch. Some Of Them Agreed With The Idea Of Independence For The RMS
(Republic Of South Maluku) Which Tn 1950 Was Proclaimed By Figures Soumokil And J.A
Manusama In Maluku. The Muslim Community Is Also Divided According To Their
Regional Origins. Traditionalist Islamists Also Belicve Tn RMS As A Form Of Struggle.
They Live In A Ward Tn The Wijk Arca. Mcanwhile, Modernist Islam Has More Faith In The
New Indonesian Government System. They Live In The Riddelkerk Ward.” In Addition,
Muslims Also Live In The Westerbok Area (Drenthe Province).
The RMS Movement Championed By The People Of Maluku Is Like A Mclody In

The Midst Of The Frenzy Of The Indoncsian Nation Which Is Shaping Its National Identity
With Great Fanfare, So It Is Not Surprising That This Movement Has Almost No Significant
Influcnce In Changing Indoncsia's Formation. After Soumokil's Death As Chairman Of The
RMS, The Position Of The Maluku Pcople In The Netherlands Increasingly Did Not Have A
Clear Struggle Orientation, Whether To Return To Maluku Or Remain In The Netherlands.'’

The First Heavy Decade
The Very Complicated Initial Arrival Shows The Difficulty Of Life Not Only In The

Problem Of Being Stepchildren In A Foreign Country, But Also Class Problems, Which
Cause The People Of Maluku To Be Unable To Access Transportation, Health, And Higher
Education For Their Children. They Live In Humid Residential Complexes With Often
Problematic Electrical Facilities. This First Generation Lived In Ex-Nazi Wards Built In The
1939s, In Areas Such As Westerbork And Vught, And Had Difficulty Speaking Dutch.!!
When The Status As A KNIL Soldier Was Removed, The Economic Situation
Worsened. The Misery Did Not Stop At That Problem, Aid From The Government Was Also
Only Tn The Form Of Subsistence Food. Electricity, Fuel Oil, And Also The Kitchen Ts
Communal.
After The Opening Of The Labor Market, Tt Was Due To The Government's Belief
That It Was Impossible For Maluku People To Return To Their Homeland.'? To Support
Their Husband's Low Salary, Some Women Also Work In Agricultural Areas And Help

Harvest Fruit And Vegetables."

6 Amersfoort van, Hans. 2004. “The Waxing and Waning of a Diaspora: Moluccans in the Netherlands, 1950
2002”, In the Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies. Pg 154.
7 Van Kaam, Ben. 1981. The South Moluccans. Background to the Train Hijacking. London: C. Hurst and

Company. Pg 133.
§ Qostindie, Gert. 2010. Postcolonial Netherlands Sixty-five Years of Forgetting, Commemorating, Silencing.

Amsterdam: Amsterdam University Press. Pg 27.
9 Bartels, Dieter. 1989. Moluccans in Exile. A Struggle for Ethnic Survival. Socialization, Identity Formation,
and emancipation among an East-Indonesian Minority in the Netherlands. Publication No. 32, Center for the

Study of Social Conflicts, Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Leiden. Pg 27.
Nationalism among Moluccans in the Netherlands, 1951-

10 Steijlen, Fridus. 1991. "An Unexplored History:

1990", Cakalele. Vol. 2, No.1. Pg 34. e
I Oostindie, Gert. 2010. Postcolonial Netherlands Sixty-five Years of Forgetting, Commemorating, Silencing.

Amsterdam: Amsterdam University Press. Pp 14-16.
12 Benda-Beckmann, Franz Von and Keebet von Benda-Beckmann. 2007. Social Security between Past and

Future. Lit Verlag. Pg 263. ;
13 Wittermans, Tamme and Noel P. Gist. 1961 "Urbanization and Integration of the Ambonese in the

Netherlands". The Sociological Quarterly IT/ 2.
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These Migrants Were Not Allowed To Find Work Because Of The Prohibition
Against The Dutch Labor Union. They Reccived Three Guilders For Adults And Two
Guilders For Children Each Week And Toiletries (Bartels, 1989: 128-29)." Apart From
n The Dutch Government, The GPM (Maluku Protestant Church) Also Helps

juku In The Netherlands.
y Moluccan Migrants Is The Same

Assistance Fror
Financially For Migrants From Ma

One Of The Basic Sociul Asscts Possessed B
Religion, Namely Christinnity, With The Majority Of Dutch Citizens. This Makes Deep
Integration Easier Social Organizations Such As Church-Based. Such As The Maluku
Evangclical Church (GIM) Which Is An Evangclic Scct, GPMT (Southcast Maluku
Protestant Church), GMJD (Maluku Emergency Friday Church).'® A Church Like This Has
A Dual Function, Both As A Source Of Finance, As Well As Being A Liaison Between
Maluku Citizens In The Netherlands Who Arc Separated From Each Other. The Church
Facilitates Mutual Visits Between Wards. The Church Is Also A Mcans Of Maintaining
Identity, Because The Name Of The Church gometimes Represents The Ethnicity Of Tts
People. This Place Of Worship Is Also A Good Facilitator For Maluku People In Celcbrating
The Rituals Of Lifc (Birth, Baptism, Marriage And Death).

On The Other Hand, The Church Has Also Become An Important Tool For Linking
Ideologics.'® Openly Supported The RMS Movement.!” The Function Of This Religious
House Is Also Very Crucial In Facilitating The Despair Of The People Who Arc Plagued By
Great Political Disappointment In The Netherlands. Finally, The Position In Church
Teaching Also Contributed To The Modernization Process. GPM, For Example, In Its
Teachings Is Considered Too Rationalistic And Scicntific, And This Is Seen As In
Accordance With The Assimilation Process Of The Moluccans Towards The Character Of

The Dutch.'®
Racially, These First

Were Different From The Major
Dark Skin. This Sensc Of Physical Di
Amang Maluku Children.

eelings Of Inferiority Because They
Maluku People Have Curly Hair And
d Interdependence

Migrants Experienced F
ity Dutch. Physically,
fference Causes Exclusivity An

g

“Nationalism Without Nation’
Juccan Tmmigrants Tn The 1970s

The Total Number Of Second Generation Mo
Reached Around 40 Thousand People.” This Second Generation Came To The Netherlands
When They Were An Average Of 10 Years Old. They Grew Up In A Period Where There
Was A Dissonance Between The Maluku Culture And The Dutch People's Lifestyle. On The
Other Hand, It Was In This Generation That The Dutch Government Began To Make
Transfers From The Wards To Proper Housing Arcas.

When The Wards Were Moved, Many Children Lost Their Playmates. This Second
Generation Started Living In Urban Arcas Close To Public Facilitics Such As Shops, Gas
Suations, Hospitals And Cinemas. Living In A Ward With No Barriers At First, Now Each
Family Head Is Blocked By A Wall. Meanwhile, When They Were Still In The Ward, Their
Lives Were Still Full Of Regulations That Were Full Of Maluku Cultural Values. This
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20027, In the Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies. Pg 158.

17 Seijlen, Fridus. 1991. "An Unexplored History: Nationalism among Moluccans in the Netherlands, 1951-
1990, Cakalele. Vol. 2, No.1. Pg 28.
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Ceneration Is Referred To As The Dual Generation Have Two Different Worlds.” ‘[ his
Confusion Of Identity Is One Of The Causes Of The Emergence Of Radical Movements,

In Addition, Children In This Generation Are Fed With Stories OF The Experiences
OF Thelr Parents Who Were Betrayed, Deceived, And Pxploited During The Colonial Period
Which Made It More Difficult For Them To Accept Foreigners. Young People Of This
Generation Feel Tsolated And Uprooted From The Various Identities Of Their Parents And
The Places Where They Live,”!

The Culmination Of This Feeling Of Being Isolated And Deprived Of Cultural Roots
Was The Radicalization Of The Movement That Occurred When Hearing Of President
Subarto's 1967 Visit, The Visit Was Postponed For Another Five Years. The Occupation
Movement Continued And The Largest Was On 31 August 1970 When Former KNIL
Soldiers Occupied The Indonesian Embassy In The Hague.

These Soldiers Forced Suharto To Meet With The Third President Of The
RMS Who Was Very Charismatic At That Time, JLA Manusama, Visits Were
Canceled Until 1971.%? The Radicalization Movement Then Continued. The Search
For Identity In The Form Of Radicalization Of The Youth Movement In The 19705
Began To Look To Global Inspirations Such As The Palestinian Liberation
Movement From Isracli Colonization, The Pakistan Independence Movement From
India, And The Success Of The Vietnamese Army In Expelling America.”

This Generation Also Learned A Lot From The Ideas Of Marx And Anti-
Colonialism,” They Also Identificd Their Identity With The "Black Panther”
Struggle Movement In America In The 1970s Which Fought For Racial Equality.
This Young Man Not Only Imitated His Ideology, But Also His Hairstyle And The
Way He Dressed.?® They Also Imitated The Student Movement In The Paris
Revolution Of 1968 Which Overthrew President Charles De Gaulle.” On Average,
They Were Between 18-20 Years Old. There Is A Feeling Of Belonging To Black
People Who Arc Entitled To Fight For Their Rights And Equality. The
Radicalization Of The Movement Then Led To The Plan To Kidnap Queen
Juliana?

The Period Of The 1970s Was The Culmination Of The Disappointment Of
The Young Maluku People. This Second Generation Felt The Loyalty Of Their
Parents Was Neglected And Betrayed. They Feel Rejected By The Country In
Which They Are Located. The Increasing Political Atmosphere Was Focused On
The Struggles Of The RMS. These Young People Saw That The Dutch And
Indonesian Governments, Which Were Dominated By The Javanese People, Were

2 Amersfoort van, Hans. 2004, *“The Waxing and Waning of a Diaspora: Moluccans in the Netherlands, 1950
2002”, In the Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies. Pg 332. )
2 Steijlen, Fridus. 1991. "An Unexplored History: Nationalism Among Moluccans in the Netherlands, 1951-

1990", Cakalele. Vol. 2, No.1. pp. 31-32, I N )

22 Van Kaam, Ben. 1981. The South Moluccans. Background to the Train Hijacking. London: C. Hurst and
Company. Pg 141,

3 Ibid, Pg 142. '

M Steijlen, Fridus. 1991, "An Unexplored History: Nationalism Among Moluccans in the Netherlands, 1951-
1990", Cakalele. Vol. 2, No.1. Pg 30. _ . M

2 Bartels, Dieter, 1986. "Can The Train Ever be Stopped Again Development in the Moluccan Community in
The Netherlands", Indonesia, vol 41, April. Pg 33. '

% Amersfoort van, Hans, 2004. “The Waxing and Waning of a Diaspora: Moluccans in the Netherlands, 1950~
2002”, In the Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studics. Pg 162. S ‘ _

27 Bartels, Dicter. 1989. Moluccans in Exile. A Struggle for Ethnic Survival. Socialization, Identity Formation,
and Emancipation among an Fast-Indonesian Minority in the Netherlands. Publication No. 32, Center for the
Study of Social Conflicts, Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Leiden. Page 17.
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Moviﬁg;t{clnorl{l":lllc;;’istllfcrmg (Bartels, 1989: 118-19).2% Uniquely, ’:‘)ITZAI;;’;
N - ;)705 Was Nol Interested In Forcing The Government To
] .‘ on In The M|dsl Of Dutch Society, But Instead Forcing
s Independence And The Will To Return To The Maluku Homeland. ;

Differences Between Moluccans And Other Immigrants In The Netherlands

Si nm'cl'hti ‘So‘re I\fz\r.rutlve Regarding Their Origins In The Netherlands Is A
‘g ant Factor For The Dutch Moluccans In Understanding Their Identity And

Culture As Well As Their Status In Dealing With Other Ethnic Minorities In The

Netherlands.
For The Dutch Moluccans, They Refused To Be Equated With Other

Mlgmmsl Or Even Refugees Because They Never Came To The Netherlands
Voluntarily. On The Other Hand, The Dutch Moluccans Believed That It Was The
Dutch Who Had Caused Them To Be Stranded In Their Country. This View Is
Fundamentally Inherent In The Dutch Moluccan Community. They Are Not The
Same As Other Migrants Such As Turks And Moroccans Who Came To The
Netherlands As “Guest Workers” To Work In The Netherlands.

They Realized That Their Presence In The Netherlands Was An Honor
Because They Were Part Of The Dutch Colonial Army. Many Of The Dutch
Moluccaus Complained About The Ways The Dutch Government Treated Them.

As Told By The Informant Below.

“We People Have Been Brought In By The Dutch Government. We Never Asked To
Be Taken To The Netherlands. We Are Different From The Turks, Moroccans And
Other Migrants Who Came To The Netherlands. Therefore. We Are Proud To Be
Moluccans In The Netherlands (Third Generation, November 2017)"%
“No Matter How Good We Are, We will Still Be Considered Foreigners. They
Don't See And Learn What Makes Us Different From Them. Moroccans And Urks
Are Immigrants, They Come Here Because They Want That. Meanwhile, Our
Parents Never Asked To Come To Holland. The Dutch Government Gave Orders To
Come To The Netherlands. Therefore, They Should Integrate Into Dutch Society
»(Second Generation, November 201 7).30

Almost All Informants Expressed The Same Thing About The Difference In

Treatment They Received Which They Thought Was Unfair. The Dutch Moluccans
Do Not Agree That They Are Categorized As Immigrants By The Dutch. The Dutch
Often Perceive That There Is No Difference Between Other Ethnic Minorities And
The Dutch Moluccans. For The Dutch Moluccans, The Historical Background That

Jands Was The Dividing Line Befween

Caused Them To Be Stranded In The Nether!
r Their Children, Grandchildren And Great-

Them And Other
They Are Proud Of This History.

Grandchildren Of The Dutch Moluccas,

In Maluku By The Republic of

By Its President, Dr- Chr. RS. Robbert Steven
1963 By Indonesian Soldiers. After His

. He Was Captured In 3 !
B.Sc. Established A Government In Exile And

Maluku Community Integration
Until 1960 Fighting Was Still Going On

urvival. Socialization, Identity Formation,

: s : g
28 Bartels, Dieter- 1989. Moluccans 11 Exile. A Struggle for Ethnic aliza
:mdc émancipation among an East-Indonesian Minority it the I.\Ietherlaz'xds. Publication No- 32, Center for the
study of Social Conflicts, Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Leiden. Pp- 118-11
1 petronella Haurissa (44 years), interview 19 November 2017, 11.27 pm
30 Wim Manuhuttt (51 years), Interview 19 November 2017, 12.40 pm
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Suceeeded In Replacing Soumokil As President. The Frecution OFf Robbert Sieyen
Soumokil 1n 1966 Led To The Tist Acie OF Violence By Maluku Youth fn The
Netherlands. Which Rarned The Tndonesian Farbassy Tn The Hague ’

Purthet Protests In The Batde For The Independence Of The RMS (Hepublik
Maluku Sclatan) Fasued Tn The Following Years Best Known Are The Occupation
OF The Residence OF The Tndonesian Ambassador fn Wassenaar In 1970 And The
Hijacking Of Trains Near Wijster In 1975 And De Punt In 1977 These Protests
1 et Deep Scars In The Netherlands And Maluku Society

According To The Dutch Government, The Violent Protests OF The 19704
Were An Fxpression OF Dissatisfaction About The Low Position Of The Maluku
Community In Dutch Society In The Following Years Steps Were Taken To
Address Social Problems. Several Maluku Institutions Were Also Fatablished In
The Larly 19805, Negotiations Began Between The Government And The United
Body (RP), Maluku's Largest Organization These Negotiations Fventually Led To
A *Joint Statement” Signed Tn 1986 By The Prime Minister And The Reverend
Metiar) Lubbers, Chairman Of BP The First Generation Of Moluccans Were
Given A Commemorative Medal And An Annual Allowance Unemployment, Drug
Abuse And Housing Problems Are Discussed And Addressed

The Foundation Of The Maluku Historical Museum Is Also Possible, Since
Many Moluccans Are ‘Stateless’, They Are Not In A Position To Travel To Malukn
For Many Years. This Situation Started To Improve In 1980 With An Increasing
Number Of Maluku People Starting To Visit Maluku, And Especially The Villages
Where They Came From. There They Encountered Maluku Culture Which Had
Undergone So Many Changes In The Last Fifty Years. This Is An Experience In
Itself In The Maluku Tradition In The Netherlands. The Relationship Between
Maluku Here And There Remains Strong.

After Several Years, The Government Decided That Maluku Should Be Able
To Support ltself Financally. At That Time, Many Of Them Were Already
Working, Mostly In Factories The Swadaya Rule Was Fstablished In 1956. It
States That People Must Be Able To Support Themselves. Only If This Doesnt

Work Will The Government Provide Support.
One Symbol Of The Sclf-Help Rule Is The Individual Kitchen Which Takes

Over The Place Of The Soup Kitchen. The People Of Maluku Launched Strong
Protests Against The Rule Of Self-Help. They Hold The Government Responsible

For Their Presence.
In The Late 1950s, The Government Decided That The People Of Maluku

Should Integrate More Fully Into Dutch Society. The Option To Return To Maluku
Is No Longer Expected. Part Of This New Policy Moved The Maluku Community
From The Camp To The New Ward Maluku Integration Is To Take Place In
Groups. Wards Were Built In Villages And Cities, Allowing For Further Contact

Between Maluku And The Netherlands.

Moluccan Social Interaction In The Netherlands

In The Mid-1980s, Bartels' Ethnographic Rescarch,”? Noted That The
Development Of Maluku Migrants Cannot Be Completely Read Singly Because
Each Community In The Netherlands Has Different  Developments And
Characteristics. The Maluku Community In Capelle, For Example, Tends To Be

3 hup://wanasejarah.blogspot.co.id/2013/1 0/scjarah-orang-maluku-di-belands htm!
le. A Struggle for Fthnic Survival Socialization, Identity Formation,
32, Center for the

2 Bartels, Dicter. 1989. Moluccans in Exi
and Emancipation among an Fast-Indonesian Minority in the Netherlands. Publication No.
Study of Social Conflicts, Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Leiden. VIL
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Kenzity OF The Molaccun Communiy b The Netherlamnds
For The Moluccans In The Netherlands, They Feel That

Like The Mohicans Who Live In Maluku. Life In The Ne
o Cannot

Moluecan Tdentity Even More Different, But They Als
Even Though They Represeat A Community That Has Successfully Inte

Sociely.
Roth The Moliccas And The Netherdands Were Spaces That We
Foc Dutch Moluccans Through The Meaning They Achieved (
1993) ¥ Tt Is Thercfore Not Surprising To Find Namatives Abo
Hometown, Of Identty And Belonging And Pervasive Seatiments, In Conditions
Become Increasingly Fluid In Generations.
The ldentiry Of The Shyness Community s Stll Being Maintained,
Continuously Updatad. For Maluku People In The Netherlands Who Live In
(Ward) Of The Maluku People, As In Vught They Use Spatial Strategies
Deterritorialised Community In The Dutch Space To Remain Maluku In Its Terminology-
The Direct Challenge To The Production And Reproduction Of Maluku Identity Actually
t«ch Government, But Also From The Moluccans In Maluku.

Came Not Only From The Du

Social Unrest That Occurred Initially In Ambon City In 1999 And Spread To Other Arcas
And Ended In 2002 (Although Sporadically Tt Continued Until 2004) Split And Separated
The Mzhiku People In The Netherlands As Well. This Is An Example That Diaspora [dentity
And Its Relationship With The Country Of Origin Actually Complement Each Other.

The Ambon Riots Had A Positive Impact On The Development Of Identity Awareness of
Becoming Maluku In The Netherands, As Stated By The Following Informants.

“The Ambon Riots Have Changed Us. Made Us Realize What It Means To Be Malu

Netherlands™
~The Conflict In Ambon Has Had A Positive Impact On The Maluku People In The
Netkerlands. We Become Aware Of Our Identity As Maluku People But Also Qur Bond As

Maluku People Is Getting Stronger”
“The Riots In Ambon Actually Erased The Jdeals Of The RMS In The Netherlands. OF
ich Is Not Actually The

Course, Instead Of Us Insisting On Establishing An RMS State Wh
¢ Is Better For Us People Who Live In The

.) Ideal Of The Maluku People In Maluku, I
Netherlands To Do Something More Useful For Them “(Second Generation, November

2017)."%
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Conclusion
ber 28, 1949 At The Same Time

The Transfer Of Sovercignty To Indonesia On Decem
Mobilized Around 3000 Men Of The KNIL (Koninklijk Nederlands Indisch Leger) And In
The Process Around 12,500 More And Their Families Decided To Move To The

Netherlands.
The Social Interaction Between The Mal

faluku People In The Netherlands
" They Interpreted Being Maluku In The N

uku People In The Netherlands In The Early Days
Had Obstacles To Integrate With Dutch Society.
ctherlands As A More Essentialist
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Even Though They Represent A Community That Has Successfully lmcgratcd Into Dutch
Socicty.

Both The Moluccas And The Netherlands Were Spaces That Were Tmnsfonned Into Places
For Dutch Moluccans Through The Mecaning The jeved (Carter, Donald & Squircs
1993).90 1t Is Therefore Not Surprising To Find Namatives About Place Of Origin And
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