
       CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background 

Al-arifi said that English was used in many nations across the world for 

communication and understanding, as well as for publication and scientific study 

in a wide range of subjects. It is also the language of political and scientific 

conferences and forums. Notably those are medical and technological.
1
Since 

English is an international language, proficiency in the language is required to 

boost each graduate’s competitiveness. As a result, English is now required in 

Indonesian school curriculum. Offering English classes is thought to be able to 

meet students' educational needs and prepare them to become proficient in the 

language on a global scale.
2
  

As we know that English as an international language means that all the 

countries in the world will use English for communication to other people from 

different countries, English can be the first language (mother tongue), second 

language, and foreign language like in Indonesia. English becomes one of the 

general subjects in education world, we get English subject from elementary 

school, junior high school, senior high school, even in university, by learning 
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English well we can build our network bigger with people from another country. 

English as foreign or other language (EFL/ESOL) learners frequently believe that 

English is a challenging language with many indicative grammatical rules. This 

is not really true. As a predominantly "analytic" language, English has a lot fewer 

"rules" to master than "synthetic" languages such as French or Spanish, with their 

vast tables of tenses and endings and agreements. While English does have tenses 

and endings and agreements, it has far less than many languages do, and the rules 

for using them are often relatively simple and intuitive.
3
Therefore, a better 

understanding of the characteristics of the English language can facilitate a more 

effective learning process, allowing learners to overcome the challenges they 

face and develop their language skills with greater confidence. 

Learning is a complicated phenomenon controlled by multiple elements 

connected not only to intra-individual aspects such as past knowledge and 

metacognition but also to the social and environmental settings in which the 

learner is located.
4
Learning is an internal process in which experience or practice 

leads to changes in a person's knowledge, abilities, attitudes, and behavior. This 

definition covers a wide range of detailed elements, such as cognitive, emotional, 

and psychomotor.
5
Learning activities can not only be carried out at school but 

can also be carried out outside the school environment, both with friends, parents 

                                                      
3
 Rossiter, Andrew. "The Importance of Grammar." Online Submission (2021). 

4
Giannakos, M., & Cukurova, M. The role of learning theory in multimodal learning 

analytics. British Journal of Educational Technology, 2023).https://doi.org/10.1111/bjet.13320  
5
 Widayanthi, Desak Gede Chandra, et al. Learning and Teaching Theory. PT. Sonpedia 

Publishing Indonesia, 2024. 

https://doi.org/10.1111/bjet.13320


and things around us, with the aim of gaining new knowledge about something 

we do not know and students can understand the potential that exists within 

themselves and learn how to develop this potential, so that this potential can be 

increased and can be introduced to other people. There are some benefits of 

learning: increased motivation and engagement, better mastery of the material, 

life skills development, increased self-efficacy, preparation for the future.
6
   

However, in this learning process, some students may encounter learning 

difficulties that hinder their development of knowledge and skills, making it 

essential to understand and address these obstacles so that each individual can 

reach their maximum potential. 

Learning difficulties are obstacles or learning disorders in students which 

are characterized by a significant gap between the level of intelligence and 

academic ability that should be achieved.
7
in Ervita's paper Masroza stated that 

This disorder, which is genuinely related to general or specific activities is 

assumed to be caused by neurological dysfunction, psychological processes, or 

other factors. As a result, children who struggle in class exhibit low learning 

achievement.
8
It can be inferred from the responses to the three samples and the 

findings of the questionnaire administered to class V students that there are two 
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types of elements that affect students' learning challenges: internal and external 

factors.
9
 
10

  

From the statement above we can say that learning disorders that occur to 

students with significant differences between understanding and skills that 

students should have in learning purposes, these disorders could be caused by 

neurological dysfunction, environment, situation, and psychology specifically, 

there are two general factors causing disorders in learning namely internal factors 

and external factors. Understanding these learning difficulties variables is critical 

for educators and policymakers developing effective measures to increase and 

improve the quality of English language instruction. The study seeks to add to 

the body of knowledge on learning difficulties in English language acquisition, 

specifically in the Indonesian context. These learning difficulties can be 

particularly pronounced when it comes to mastering English grammar, as 

students often struggle to bridge the gap between their cognitive abilities and the 

complexities of grammatical rules and structures. 

English grammar is renowned for its intricate sentence forms, rules, and 

exceptions. Verb tenses, articles, prepositions, and word order are among the 

English grammatical principles that learners may find difficult to understand. A 

recurring challenge is knowing how to use grammar rules correctly and applying 
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them correctly.
11

 EFL students in Indonesia face real difficulties in learning and 

mastering grammar "in general" actually struggling with grammar, which affects 

their ability to communicate in English.
12

 In Andriani's article Chang says that 

Grammar or the set of language rules is essential to language instruction and 

acquisition. English grammar is regarded as a crucial resource for successful 

English language learning. Additionally, English grammar is crucial for 

improving one's language proficiency and contextual social skills.
13

  

In Gunawan's paper English topics that are still difficult to understand by 

the students are as follows; Grammar (66%), Speaking (22%), Listening (7%), 

Writing (4%), and Reading (1%). Researchers are eager to see the outcomes. 

This study serves as a roadmap for educators, particularly English teachers, 

across Indonesia on how to carry out more research, particularly on specific 

topics.
14

  

Based on the study above Based on the study above and preliminary 

interview that the researcher did to university students at fourth term, the 

researcher gave some questions to 23 students of IAIN Ambon in English 
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Education Department at fourth term students, for 3 students said that "they feel 

difficult in writing". For 2 students said that "they feel difficult in listening". And 

18 students said that "the y feel difficult in understanding grammar because there 

are so many patterns, kind of verb, differentiated tenses, and difficult to 

understand. So from both of the problems above the researcher is interested in 

studying about "Factors Affecting English Students Difficulty in Understanding 

English Tenses at English Education Department IAIN Ambon" 

B. Research Scope 

This study aims to investigate the challenges faced by university students 

in understanding English tenses, focusing on several factors affecting university 

students in understanding grammar Namley: body condition, lack of competence, 

lack of motivation. Meanwhile external factors such as: family factors, school 

facilities, environmental factors, and teaching or learning methods. Beside that 

researcher also studied about kinds of difficulties faced by university students, 

these kinds consist of auxiliary verb, verb form, tense rules, function, and time 

signals, The limitation in this study is just focused to find what factors and kinds 

affected university students' difficulties in understanding grammar tenses 

especially for university students of State Islamic Institute of Ambon at next 

term. 

 



C. Research Questions 

From the research scope above researcher will study about 

a. How do difficulties affect students in understanding tenses at intermediate 

class? 

b. What do factors affect students' difficulties in understanding English tenses? 

 

D. Research Purposes 

Based on two questions above so, researcher has two research purposes namely: 

a. To find out kind of  difficulties affect students in understanding tenses at 

intermediate class. 

b. To find out factors affect students' difficulties in understanding English tenses. 

E. Research Benefits 

There are two kinds of research benefits that researchers use, the first is 

practical benefits for teachers, students, and researchers. The second is 

theoretical benefits. 

1. Practical Benefits 

Throughobservations carried out by researchers, it is hoped that it can 

provide benefits and contributions to schools, teachers, students and 

researchers themselves. Among them: 

 

 



a. Lecturer 

Lecturer gets to know the students' difficulties in learning English 

grammar, so lecturer can take action to solve this problem and make 

students understand tenses. 

b. Student 

Students know what things make them difficult in understanding 

tenses and they have to learn more to solve their difficulties in 

understanding tenses. 

c. Researcher 

Knowing the factors of student learning difficulties so that 

researchers can create English classes that are more attractive to students 

and finish my study. 

2. Theoretical Benefit 

Researchers hope that this study can be used as the reference for 

lecturers or teachers in teaching grammar to know students' problems in 

understanding grammar and can be teaching material that is being given to 

students. and for other researchers in the next study. 

F. Explanation of Term 

Factors: Elements that influence, both internal and external, which may 

include teaching methods, motivation, and learning environment.
15
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Affecting: The impact is generated by these factors on students' ability to 

understand English grammar, which can contribute to the level of difficulty 

experienced.
16

  

Students difficulty: The level of difficulty experienced by students in 

understanding and applying the rules of English grammar, which can be 

measured through test results and feedback from students.
17

 

English grammar: The structure and rules governing the use of the 

English language, including syntax, morphology, and word usage.
18

Grammar is 

an important part of the language. Grammar is sometimes described as the rules 

of language.
19

 Kroeger and Cowan say that grammar, as many people have 

known, grammar is defined as a systematic pattern of language or simply 

understood as the rules that form a language. In English besides four main skills 

grammar include as the most important subject to understand, by learning 

grammar we know the way to make sentences in present, past, future, combined 

sentences, etc. 
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