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ABSTRACT

Auliyah R. Jannah Kasuba, NIM 220307015, Supervisor I: Andi Masniati,
S.Hum., M.Hum and Supervisor II: Dewi Qhuril Malasari Ely, S.S., M.Pd. The
thesis title is “A Pragmatic Analysis of Love Expression in Selected Songs by
Ed Sheeran”. English Tadris Department, Faculty of Education and Teacher
Training, State Islamic University (UIN) Abdul Muthalib Sangadji Ambon, 2026.

The problem behind this research is the lack of profound pragmatic analysis
regarding implicit emotional meanings in contemporary popular music, specifically
love expressions that extend beyond the literal meanings of utterances. This study
aims to identify the types of illocutionary speech acts employed in expressing love
within selected songs by Ed Sheeran (Thinking Out Loud, Perfect, and Photograph)
and to analyze how those speech acts convey emotional and relational meanings
within the lyrical context. This research was conducted at the Library Center of UIN
A.M. Sangadji Ambon in 2026.

The research method is descriptive qualitative with a pragmatic discourse
analysis approach based on John R. Searle’s speech act theory. The primary data of
this study consist of the official lyrics of the three selected Ed Sheeran songs
accessed from his official YouTube channel and validated using Genius Lyrics. The
data were collected using documentation and literature review techniques, while the
data analysis applied the model proposed by Miles and Huberman, comprising data
reduction, data display, and conclusion drawing/verification.

The results of this study indicate a total of 39 instances of illocutionary speech
acts identified across the three selected songs, consisting of 21 representative acts,
7 directive acts, 6 expressive acts, and 5 commissive acts. Representative acts
emerged as the most dominant type utilized by Ed Sheeran to depict beliefs and
perceptions about romantic love. In terms of meaning, the love expressions
effectively convey emotional meanings (such as affection, admiration, happiness,
longing, and psychological vulnerability) and successfully construct relational
meanings (such as long-term commitment, romantic intimacy, trust, loyalty, and
strong interpersonal bonding). Consequently, it can be concluded that illocutionary
speech acts play a significant role in communicating emotional depth and
relationship dynamics within song lyrics.

Keywords: Pragmatics, Illocutionary Speech Acts, Love Expression, Ed

Sheeran, Emotional and Relational Meanings.
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ABSTRAK

Auliyah R. Jannah Kasuba, NIM 220307015, Pembimbing I: Andi
Masniati, S.Hum., M.Hum dan Pembimbing II: Dewi Qhuril Malasari Ely, S.S.,
M.Pd. Judul Skripsi: “A Pragmatic Analysis of Love Expression in Selected
Songs by Ed Sheeran”. Jurusan Tadris Bahasa Inggris, Fakultas Ilmu Tarbiyah
dan Keguruan, Universitas Islam Negeri (UIN) Abdul Muthalib Sangadji Ambon,
2026.

Masalah yang melatarbelakangi penelitian ini adalah kurangnya analisis
pragmatik yang mendalam terhadap pemaknaan implisit emosional dalam karya
musik populer, khususnya ekspresi cinta yang melampaui makna literal kalimat.
Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengidentifikasi jenis-jenis tindak tutur ilokusi
ekspresi cinta yang digunakan dalam lagu-lagu pilihan Ed Sheeran (Thinking Out
Loud, Perfect, dan Photograph) serta menganalisis bagaimana tindak tutur tersebut
menyampaikan makna emosional dan makna relasional dalam konteks lirik lagu.
Penelitian ini dilaksanakan di Pusat Perpustakaan UIN A.M. Sangadji Ambon pada
tahun 2026.

Metode penelitian yang digunakan adalah deskriptif kualitatif dengan
pendekatan analisis wacana pragmatik berdasarkan teori tindak tutur John R.
Searle. Data primer dalam penelitian ini berupa teks lirik resmi dari ketiga lagu
pilihan Ed Sheeran tersebut yang bersumber dari kanal YouTube resmi dan
divalidasi melalui Genius Lyrics. Teknik pengumpulan data dilakukan melalui
dokumentasi dan studi kepustakaan, sedangkan analisis data menerapkan model
Miles dan Huberman yang meliputi reduksi data, penyajian data, serta penarikan
kesimpulan dan verifikasi.

Hasil penelitian menunjukkan terdapat total 39 temuan tindak tutur ilokusi
dalam ketiga lagu tersebut, yang terdiri dari 21 tindak tutur representatif, 7 tindak
tutur direktif, 6 tindak tutur ekspresif, dan 5 tindak tutur komisif. Tindak tutur
representatif menjadi jenis yang paling dominan digunakan oleh Ed Sheeran untuk
menggambarkan keyakinan dan persepsi tentang cinta. Dari aspek pemaknaan,
ekspresi cinta dalam lagu-lagu tersebut berhasil menyampaikan makna emosional
(seperti kasih sayang, kekaguman, kebahagiaan, kerinduan, dan kerentanan
psikologis) sekaligus mengonstruksi makna relasional (seperti komitmen jangka
panjang, keintiman romantis, kepercayaan, loyalitas, dan ikatan interpersonal yang
kuat). Dengan demikian, dapat disimpulkan bahwa penggunaan tindak tutur ilokusi
memegang peran krusial dalam memperkuat kedalaman emosional dan dinamika
hubungan interpersonal yang disampaikan melalui lirik lagu.

Kata Kunci: Pragmatik, Tindak Tutur Ilokusi, Ekspresi Cinta, Ed Sheeran,
Makna Emosional dan Relasional.
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