CHAPTER v

CONCLy
SIONS AND SUGGESTIONS

A. Conclusion

This study aimed o P—
English in Instagram captio stigate how Indonesian Generation Z uses
i e i ns and to identify the social factors influencing
R s Based on the analysis and discussion in Chapter TV.
. nclusions can be drawn in relation to the research questions.
First, the use of English in Instagram captions is influenced by four
social f .
actors: age, context and audience, social and educational background.

and gender. Amon
g these, age emerges as the most dominant factor, as

Generation .
Z tends to adopt trending expressions and linguistic styles from

digital media, making English usage closely linked to their generational

identity. Context and audience also play a significant role, with most

participants adjusting their Janguage use based on the intended readership and

e of their posts. Social and educational backgrounds influence

the purpos
nce levels and the frequency ©

re to the language whereas g

f English usage particularly among

confide
ender has a

students with greater exposu

relatively limited influence compared to the other factors.

e types of language vrariation were identified in the use of

Second, fiv
namely syntactic variation, lexical variation,

English in Instagram captions,
on in formality, as well

as the use of standard

graphological yariation, variatl

ard anguag on was the most dominant,
an ; ;

d noﬁ stan ¢. Syntactic variati
an -
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characterized by th
; e

use of
short p|
o N T "
Lexic Phrases and simple sentence structures.

al variatj
ion app
Cared th :
rough internet slang and abbreviations, while

graphological var;
Variatio
N was ref]
> Iellected in th
¢ use of emojis, capitalization and

punctuation to
€Xpress emoti
. otions, In addition, participants showed flexibility
etween forp. .
al and informal as well as standard and non-standard

language for
orms dependi
Ing on communicative needs in digital contexts.

Overall, th
» the findings ind; Engli
gs indicate that English use in Instagram captions
among Indonesian Generation 7 j
1. is shaped by both social factors and
inguistic variation, reflecti
ec i in digi
3 ting the dynamic nature of language use in digital
communication i i
and its close relation to identity, audience, and social
environment. inguisti iation i
nt. The linguistic variation in that sentence refers to the diverse
ways i ish i
ys Generation Z users employ English in Instagram caption usage e
uniform but varies based on factors such as the writer's background, the target

audience, and the post's context.

Suggestion

1. For English Educators and Teachers

Teachers and lecturers aré encouraged to consider using Instagram

captions as real-world examples in the classroom, given that research

indicates formal instruction has a tangible impact on students' grammatical

awareness. At the same time, educators should recognize that slang,
ations, and non-standard writing are not merely errors but part of

abbrevi
unicate effectively in digital spaces; thus,

how young people com
incorp §rating these elements into the classroom with a critical and open-
inco  these . ‘
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Students today

social media co :
m ;
munication but also strengthens language skills in

academic and professional settings.

For Future Researchers

Researchers who wish to build on this study are encouraged to
work with a larger and more diverse group of participants, collect caption
data more systematically over a longer period, and combine qualitative and
quantitative methods for richer findings. Comparing language use across
different platforms such as TikTok, Twitter/X, or YouTube, as well as

expanding the geographical scope beyond Ambon to include students from

various parts of Indonesia, would also provide a more complete picture of

how Generation Z uses English on social media nationwide.

For Universities and Academic Institutions
Universities especially those offering English language programs,

give more attention to the relationship between language
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